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The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Observatory is an ambitious project designed to
enhance the transparency of the Organisation’s standards. This will lead to more regular and
comprehensive information collection, better alignment of monitoring activities with strategic
objectives, and should more fully address the implementation challenges facing Members.
Ultimately, the Observatory will shed greater light on the OIE’s role in achieving its objectives of
preventing and controlling animal diseases (including zoonoses), improving animal welfare and
facilitating safe international trade.

OIE standards are recognised as the international reference standards in the areas of animal health, animal welfare and
zoonoses. However, as with many international instruments, evidence on their actual uptake remains scarce. The OIE
Observatory is an ambitious project, largely unprecedented among international organisations, to bring transparency
to the use of OIE standards.

To support the OIE in this endeavour, the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) has completed a comprehensive diagnostic of the OIE’s rulemaking and
governance structure, with tailored recommendations that pave the way for the establishment of the
OIE Observatory [1]. The study shows that the OIE is not starting from scratch. It already has 13 data-collection
mechanisms that the Observatory can build on to gain a better understanding of the use of OIE standards.

Based on this, the OECD makes three sets of recommendations:

1. Setting clear objectives for the Observatory will allow the OIE to gain the right information to tailor its capacity-
building efforts to the specific needs of Members, and strengthen the evidence base underpinning its standards.
2. The Observatory’s scope should support the OIE’s core mandate and use existing resources more effectively,
leveraging present information sources. It should ‘start small’, by monitoring core standards, pairing information
collection with analysis, and engaging other key actors who gather evidence relevant to the OIE standards.
3. The Observatory should develop useful outputs that guarantee the transparency of the information collected. More
broadly, the Observatory should be strategically embedded within the OIE’s governance structure, involve Members to
ensure that their needs are met, and be given adequate resources.
 

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-offer/safe-trade-and-movement-of-animals/observatory/
http://oe.cd/study-oie
https://bulletin.woah.org
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Other international organisations will be able to learn much from the OIE’s
experience in setting up the Observatory. The OIE’s active participation in the Partnership of International
Organisations for Effective International Rulemaking is therefore timely and very welcome.

With its own experience in this area, the OIE is now spearheading efforts to build evidence on emerging trends and
innovative implementation practices; collaborating intensively with other international organisations; and contributing
to the development of a Compendium of International Organisations’ Practices [2].

Along with its other partner international organisations, the OIE is thus contributing to an international rulemaking
landscape that is becoming progressively more effective, transparent and coherent.

You may also be interested in the following articles included in this issue of Panorama:
• Pilichowski E. (2021). – The international regulatory cooperation response to global challenges.
• Compendium of international organisations’ practices.
• Facing global crises together: Better international rulemaking for better results. 8th Annual Meeting of International
Organisations.

https://doi.org/10.20506/bull.2021.2.3282
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#international organisation, #international standard, #OIE Observatory, #Organisation for Economic Co‑operation and Development (OECD),

#Partnership of International Organisations for Effective International Rulemaking, #transparency, #World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).
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whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by the OIE in preference to others of a
similar nature that are not mentioned.
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