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Monitoring the implementation of standards and their relevance is an increasing concern for many
international organisations, as demonstrated by the Partnership of international organisations
launched by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 2014 to do
just that. Indeed, several international organisations have put a mechanism in place to provide a
global view of the implementation of their standards, such as the Observatory of the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). Here are some examples.

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) systematically reviews its standards at least once every five
years. National standards bodies (NSBs) are required to answer a survey and the results are then computerised and
processed in a dedicated database. At the end of this process, the relevance of the standard is discussed, and it may be
amended or even withdrawn [1].

The International Labour Organization (ILO) has had a Standards Review Mechanism (SRM) in operation since 2015,
implemented by a tripartite working group of governments, employers and workers. The group meets once a year and
reviews the different standards based on a thematic approach, assigning their status as: ‘up-to-date’, ‘in need of
revision’ or ‘outdated’. The group then provides recommendations, including deadlines for follow-up action.

The Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) also has a mechanism, called the
Implementation Review and Support System (IRRS), which takes place every three years. It has a dual function: to
identify obstacles to the implementation of standards and to strengthen capacities [2].

Although the OIE Observatory is only in the pilot phase, it is already attracting considerable interest from other
international organisations. They are closely monitoring how it evolves in terms of function and governance, aspects
that are crucial for the effectiveness of its actions. A similar French initiative within the Codex Alimentarius, presented
at the 32nd Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP32), is evidence of this interest.

You may also be interested in the following articles included in this issue of Panorama:
• Kruse H. & El Haffar F. (2021). – Improving monitoring of the use of Codex standards.
• Nersisyan A. & Shamilov A. (2021). – The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) – monitoring the
implementation of IPPC standards.
• Pilichowski E. (2021). – The international regulatory cooperation response to global challenges.
• Facing global crises together: Better international rulemaking for better results. 8th Annual Meeting of International
Organisations.
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https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-offer/safe-trade-and-movement-of-animals/observatory/
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/WCMS_449687/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/implementation-review-and-support-system/
http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/committee/related-meetings/tr/?committee=CCGP
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=04-2-4-2021-2_codex
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=04-2-3-2021-2_ippc
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=04-2-3-2021-2_ippc
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=01-2-2021-2_editorial-oecd
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=04-4-1-2021-2_io-partnership
https://oiebulletin.fr/?panorama=04-4-1-2021-2_io-partnership
https://bulletin.woah.org


Panorama 2021-2

3/4

AUTHORS

Céline Pinsard(1), Lorraine Bourgasser(1), Géraldine Coronado Pertriaux(1), Karine Bertholon(1), Gilles Goulu(1) & Elisa Rapenne(1)

(1) Groupe d’étude des politiques publiques (GEPP), École nationale des services vétérinaires – France vétérinaire international (ENSV-FVI)

VetAgro Sup, Marcy-l’Étoile, France.

The designations and denominations employed and the presentation of the material in this article do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the OIE concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation
of its frontiers and boundaries.
The views expressed in this article are solely the responsibility of the author(s). The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers,
whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by the OIE in preference to others of a
similar nature that are not mentioned.

© Getty Images

REFERENCES

1. International Organization for Standardization (ISO) (2019). – Guidance on the systematic review process in ISO.
2. International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) (2013). – Implementation Review & Support System (IRSS).

https://ensv-fvi.fr/
https://ensv-fvi.fr/
https://www.iso.org/files/live/sites/isoorg/files/store/en/PUB100413.pdf
https://www.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2016/10/IPPC-IRSS-2013-07-09-en.pdf
https://bulletin.woah.org



