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Aquatic animal production is growing rapidly and contributes significantly to human nutrition,
poverty alleviation and sustainable development. Disease outbreaks are the greatest threat to
aquatic animal production globally, and efforts to manage them have not kept pace with the rapid
growth of this industry.

The Aquatic Animal Health Strategy 2021–2025 of the World Organisation for Animal Health
(WOAH, founded as OIE) was launched at the 88th WOAH General Session in May 2021 and sets priorities for
collaborative action to protect aquatic animal health and welfare, and to fully exploit the potential of aquatic animal
production at the national, regional and global level. With this in mind, WOAH works to strengthen its Members’ Aquatic
Animal Health Services, through the following capacity-building activities:

Increasing the use of the PVS Pathway for the sustainable improvement of national Aquatic Animal Health Services.
The PVS Pathway helps Members to better understand their strengths and weaknesses and provides supporting
mechanisms to build on those strengths and overcome challenges within the whole aquatic animal health domain. This
includes all of the activities that are directly or indirectly related to aquatic animals, their products and by-products,
such as farming, killing, processing, transport, and import and export, among others.

Building the WOAH training framework on aquatic animal health and welfare, and ensuring
that it aligns with the WOAH knowledge system (standards and guidelines) and the competencies set out in the WOAH
PVS Tool: Aquatic. Training solutions will be developed and provided to Members through either regional or topic-
based events (preferably face to face but potentially also through distance learning) after a learning-needs assessment.

These activities, among others, will support the implementation of the Aquatic Animal Health Strategy. The desired
outcome is that CAs will improve their aquatic animal health management to the point where they are able to support
increased production and reduce disease risks. The productivity and resilience of a region grow stronger through
collaboration and improvements in health, and, thanks to WOAH and its partners, a more resilient global aquatic animal

https://www.woah.org/en/document/oie-aquatic-animal-health-strategy-2021-2025/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/05/en-oie-aahs.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/improving-veterinary-services/pvs-pathway/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/12/v4-pvstoolacua-fnl.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/12/v4-pvstoolacua-fnl.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/12/v4-pvstoolacua-fnl.pdf
https://bulletin.woah.org
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health system will be set in place.
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